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Wrapping up a Memorable First Year
I want to express my “Thanks” to our District community – our
ISD 728 families, students and staff - for helping ISD 728
complete another amazing school year. Your dedication and
passion make ISD 728 a wonderful place to work and learn!
The students and families of our District are fortunate to have
such outstanding support on their behalf. On a personal note,
I also want to thank you for the warm and gracious welcome
you have extended to me this year. The time seems to have
passed so quickly. I have learned so much from you and
am proud to serve with you. Though it’s summer and our buildings are a little bit less
hectic than they are during the school year, there is still plenty going on around our
communities. Here’s a quick look of what to expect during summer break.

With schools in

Elk River, Otsego,
Rogers & Zimmerman

Spring/Summer 2018
Top 9 Teacher Award Presented
to Rogers’ Music Man

PRAIRIE VIEW ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE SCHOOL EXPANSION

June means the start of a new construction season, including the classroom and
gymnasium expansion at Prairie View Elementary and Middle School. While it is, indeed,
strange to be adding on to a school we just opened this school year, we recognize the
need for more space to accommodate the number of students we have today, and the
tremendous growth we’re seeing in the future on our district’s southwest side. We are
working closely with Stahl Construction, our contractors on site, our teachers, staff and
students to make this a smooth process as the construction will continue into the school
year - when kids are back in class. This aggressive schedule will allow us to utilize the
new learning and activity spaces at the school soon, and we believe the majority of the
exterior construction will be done this spring and summer.

STRATEGIC PLAN NOW IN PLACE

Much of 2017-18 was spent with you, our community members as we worked
collaboratively to plan for the next decade of learning here in Rogers, Otsego, Elk
River, Zimmerman and our surrounding neighborhoods. Together, we’ve set in place
a new Strategic Plan that continues to build on our successes, and help us reach for
the stars in 2020 and beyond. For a closer look at our new plan, visit
www.isd728.org/StrategicPlan.

A NEW BUDGET TAKING SHAPE

Summer will also bring about a budget for our 2019-2020 school year. With contracts
with our educational staff, support personnel and many other district employees now
in place, planning can begin for our next fiscal year. We invite you to participate in
the budgeting process by attending our school board meetings or checking out the
information from our finance department online.

Visit us on Facebook & Twitter!

facebook.com/isd728 • twitter.com/isd728

Sam Eckberg, choir director at Rogers High School, was recently named one of nine
“Top Teacher” Award winners from Fox 9 News.
It’s the second straight honor for ISD 728. Sarah Frater of Prairie View Elementary,
who was then located at Twin Lakes, won the award last year.
Mr. Eckberg was nominated for his tremendous work with the Rogers High School
music department, and was nominated by Rogers parent Heather Miller for his efforts
to help the Rogers High Choir Department “flourish.”
The outstanding holiday concerts, winter musical and amazing productions in the new
auditorium space were also reasons Miller gave in her nomination for Mr. Eckberg.
“It’s the kids that have done this,” he told the Fox station. “I’ve just been in the right
place at the right time, and I’ve found ‘my people’ in our department.”
Mr. Eckberg received a shiny crystal apple and a $900 prize from Royal Credit Union
(to be used on classroom supplies) for his award. He’ll also get a Subway sandwich
party for 50 of his friends as “Top Teacher.”
Rogers High School hosted Fox 9 and surprised Mr. Eckberg with the award in May.
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Retirees Honored at Annual Ceremony
ISD 728’s retirees were thanked for their years of
dedication and service to our area schools with a
special ceremony held Monday, May 20 at Prairie View
Elementary and Middle School.
Nearly 20 of the district’s 30-plus retirees – with a
combined experience of more than 400 years, according
to Human Resources Executive Director Tim Caskey –
participated in Monday’s ceremonies with their families,
friends and colleagues on hand.
“This is just one of the ways we can say ‘thank you’ for
all that you’ve done for our kids, our schools and our
communities,” Caskey said.

THANK YOU 2018 RETIREES!

Roxanne Book receiving her plaque from
Superintendent Dan Bittman and School Board
Vice Chair Jamie Plantenberg-Selbitschka

Retirees Lora Arnott, Gary Blake
and Lucinda Wagner

Sandra Millslagle receiving her plaque from
Superintendent Dan Bittman and School Board
Vice Chair Jamie Plantenberg-Selbitschka

Barbara Ahner

Gail Boelter

Georjean Fischer-Fabel

Joseph Guidarelli

Margaret Milless

Tracey Rosso

Lora Arnott

Roxanne Book

Laureen Fursman

Beverly Haan

Director of Special Services
District Office
7 years

Media Generalist
22 years
Otsego Elementary School

Physical Therapist
Handke Center
21 years

FACS Teacher
Rogers Middle School
18 years

Sandra Millslagle

Steven Souther

Joni Aspengren

Lori Coleman

Susan Klunk

Linda Harris

Classroom Music Teacher
Westwood Elementary School
20 years

Custodian
Parker Elementary School
14 years

Speech Clinician
Handke Center
21 years

Assistant Coordinator
Health Services
District-Wide
11 years

Margaret Berwyn

Peggy Dale

Special Education Assistant
Zimmerman Elementary School
15 years

Gary Blake

Special Education Coordinator
District-Wide
10 years

Secretary
Salk Middle Pre-Engineering
STEM Magnet School
23 years

Faye Darsie

Head Cook
Twin Lakes Elementary School
29 years

Counselor
Elk River High School
18 years

SLD Teacher
Twin Lakes Elementary School
28 years

Randy Klasen

Physical Education Teacher
Lincoln Elementary School
31 years

Special Education Assistant
Westwood Elementary School
31 years

Brenda Holmgren

Business/Intervention Teacher
Elk River High School
35 years

Social Studies Teacher
Elk River High School
37 years

Barbara Guidarelli

Patricia Lindquist

Grade 2 Teacher
Lincoln Elementary School
31 years

Rogers, Elk River High Schools
Earn Sliver Medals
Congratulations to Rogers High School (ranked #32
in MN) and Elk River High School (ranked #33 in
MN) for earning Silver Medal Status in US News and
World Report’s Rankings of Best High Schools in the
United States.
US News determines the rankings in cooperation
with North Carolina-based RTI International, a global
nonprofit social science research firm. According
to the magazine, “RTI implemented the U.S. News
comprehensive rankings methodology, which is based on these key principles: that
a great high school must serve all of its students well, not just those who are college
bound, and that it must be able to produce measurable academic outcomes to show it is
successfully educating its student body across a range of performance indicators.”

Grade 1 Teacher
Zimmerman Elementary School
31 years

Special Education Assistant
Rogers Middle School
25 years

Media Assistant
Rogers Elementary
STEM Magnet School
46 years

Cynthia Rademacher
Secretary
VandenBerge Middle School
11 years

Carol Rehling

Special Education Assistant
Handke Center
18 years

Lori Roggenkamp

Classroom Music Teacher
Meadowvale Elementary School
25 years

Grade 5 Teacher
Hassan Elementary School
34 years

Grade 4 Teacher
Westwood Elementary School
31 years

Kathryn Stiemert

Senior Secretary
Zimmerman Elementary School
20 years

Lucinda Wagner

Special Education Coordinator
District-Wide
22 years

Sandra Wiebusch
World Language Teacher
Elk River High School
26 years

ISD 728 Receives Minnesota Department
of Education Finance Award
Congratulations to ISD 728 staff and School Board for earning
the 2018 School Finance Award given by the Minnesota
Department of Education (MDE) Division of School Finance. The
award is given to recognize school districts for their successful
fiscal management, and for meeting statutory deadlines related to
submission of audited fiscal financial data and reporting criteria.








“I am proud of the ISD 728 team for its tireless efforts,
successful fiscal management, and continued focus on providing world class opportunities
for all children,” said Superintendent Daniel Bittman. “We are also excited to celebrate,
with the Finance team, the District’s continued excellence.” As a result of the continued
success and the District’s commitment to fiscal accountability and responsibility, the
award and a letter of congratulations was given to ISD 728 from State Commissioner
Brenda Cassellius.
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ISD 728 Earns Third
Straight NAMM Award
ISD 728 has been honored once again with
the Best Communities for Music Education
designation from The NAMM Foundation for its
outstanding commitment to music education.
The school system and our supporting
communities also received this designation in
both 2016 and 2017, respectively. The Best
Communities for Music Education designation
is awarded to districts that demonstrate
outstanding achievement in efforts to provide
music access and education to all students.
To qualify for the Best Communities designation, ISD 728 answered detailed questions
about funding, graduation requirements, music class participation, instruction time,
facilities, support for the music program, and community music-making programs.
Responses were verified with school officials and reviewed by The Music Research
Institute at the University of Kansas. This award recognizes that ISD 728 is leading the
way with learning opportunities as outlined in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).
ESSA recommends music and the arts as important elements of a well-rounded
education for all children.
Thank you to our music educators, school staff, administrators, school board
members, parents, and communities for your ongoing support of musical opportunities
for our students!

Salk Crew Picks up Sixth
Straight Award

Graduation Rates Highest in Five Years
The Minnesota Department of Education released
information on graduation rates from 2011 through
2017 on Tuesday, Feb. 27, and rates across
ISD 728 are at five-year highs.
The District’s graduation rate increased by almost
two percent in 2017 to more than 91 percent districtwide. That rate is more than 8 points higher than
the state’s graduation rate, which was also among
its best in recent history. The four-year graduation
rate for English Language Learners (ELL) students
was also exceptional in ISD 728 – at more than
94 percent. Statewide, this number is improving
as Minnesota aims to close the education gap that
has existed for years, but it still hovers at nearly 65
percent for ELL students statewide. ISD 728 also
was well above state averages for graduation rates
in other statistical categories, including students
of color, special education students and students
enrolled in the Federal Meal program.
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At the building level, Rogers High School’s graduation rate was at 97.4 percent in
2017, its highest in four years. Elk River High School and Zimmerman High School
also had graduation rates above the state averages, and Elk River High School
showed an increase in graduates – with more than 91 percent of the 2017 class
earning a diploma.

District, School Board
Celebrate MAGNA Award

A select group of teachers and staff from Salk
Middle School attended the annual awards
ceremony for Magnet Schools of America,
after the national association for magnet
and theme-based schools named Salk
Pre-Engineering Magnet School a National
Magnet School of Excellence.
This is the SIXTH year in a row that Salk
has been recognized by Magnet Schools of
America as a Merit award winning school.
Magnet School of Excellence Awards are
only given to a select group of magnet schools. Schools of Excellence are eligible to
receive monetary awards and are eligible to be named the nation’s top Elementary,
Secondary, or New & Emerging Magnet School. One of the Schools of Excellence
will also be selected to win $5,000 and the Dr. Ronald P. Simpson Distinguished Merit
Award, which is considered the most prestigious magnet school award in the nation.
To receive a national merit award, members of Magnet Schools of America must
submit a detailed application that is scored by a panel of educators. These schools
are judged and scored on their demonstrated ability to raise student academic
achievement, promote racial and socioeconomic diversity, provide integrated curricula
and instruction, and create strong family and community partnerships that enhance
the school’s magnet theme. To learn more about the national merit awards program,
please visit www.magnet.edu.

It’s been a year to celebrate for the ISD 728 School Board. The school district found out
last spring the board was named a national recipient for the prestigious Magna Award,
which recognizes school districts for their commitment to innovation in education. ISD
728 School Board Chair Shane Steinbrecher accepted the award at the National
School Board Association Conference last April, and there was a special recognition
for the entire board at the June 11 meeting, held at the ISD 728 District Office.
ISD 728 was one of 15 Magna Award First Place Winners throughout the United
States, one of five districts nationally recognized in its size, and the ONLY school
board from Minnesota to earn this year’s achievement.
“I’d like to thank the nomination put in place by district staff, who specifically
recognized the Board for its innovation and dedication to programs such as
Mindfulness in Education and Exploratory/Natural Learning, two programs that provide
all learners access to educational tools in and out of the classroom that go beyond
traditional curriculum,” Steinbrecher said. “This recognition and honor is possible
because of the tireless efforts made by ISD 728 staff, school board and community,
and we’re very proud of the opportunities we provide for our children.”
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ISD 728 Honors Magnificent Eight
Each year, under the guidance of the
Elk River Education Association and the
ISD 728 Human Resources department,
the school district honors a handful of
teachers and staff members who are
nominated by their peers for excellence
in their craft.
These nominations are then scored by
a panel of district personnel, including
teachers, administrators, directors and
communications staff.
This year, eight winners were named
recipients of this year’s annual awards.
• EARLY EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR
Sarah Klocker
Prairie View Elementary
and Middle School

Sarah Klocker (Early Educator of the Year), Tina
Ostroot (Elementary Teacher of the Year )
& Eva Certa (Staff Member of the Year)

• ELEMENTARY TEACHER
OF THE YEAR
Tina Ostroot
Prairie View Elementary
and Middle School
• ELEMENTARY TEACHER
OF THE YEAR
Tom Bulman
Otsego Elementary
• SECONDARY TEACHER
OF THE YEAR
Timothy Hahn
Rogers Middle School

Tom Bulman (Elementary Teacher of the Year)
& Otsego Elementary Principal Kelly Corbett

Timothy Hahn (Secondary Teacher of the Year)
& Superintendent Dan Bittman

Mary T. Schmitz (District-Wide Teacher of the
Year) & Troy Anderson (Staff Member of the Year)
with Superintendent Dan Bittman & Assistant
Superintendent Jana Hennen-Burr

Sandra Langer (Volunteer of the Year)
and Rogers High School Band Director
Christopher Moore

• STAFF MEMBER OF THE YEAR
Eva Certa
Special Education Assistant,
Prairie View Elementary and Middle
School
• STAFF MEMBER OF THE YEAR
Troy Anderson
District Technology Team
• DISTRICT-WIDE TEACHER
OF THE YEAR
Mary T. Schmitz
Mindfulness Specialist
• VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Sandra Langer
Rogers High School

Picture Perfect Day for Track and Field Day at Zimmerman High School
Hundreds of ISD 728 fifth-graders were treated to
an awesome day of activity at the annual Track
and Field Day, held this year at Zimmerman High
School’s athletic facilities.
It was the first year for Prairie View Elementary
School to compete in the fun and games, and
the school was well-represented with finalists in
multiple events.
The event is coordinated by the elementary school
physical education teachers, with volunteers
from the District’s high schools on hand to help
with measuring and timing events. Parents from
throughout the District also supported.
Congratulations to all of this year’s participants on
a fantastic day out on the track!

Sign-up!

Receive our online newsletter

www.isd728.org/eConnection
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Graduates Leave their Mark
on ISD 728 High Schools

ISD 728 American Indian
Graduates Honored

The final week of school saw four commencement ceremonies, around 1,000 total
graduates, a couple of painted rocks and plenty of hugs and high fives around ISD 728.

The ISD 728 American Indian class of 2018 was celebrated and honored May 8 at
Hassan Elementary School with a blanket ceremony. The ceremony was hosted by
the American Indian Education Program, led by coordinator Debra Blair.

The Class of 2018 left an indelible mark on the school district – in a positive way!
This year’s seniors accomplished multiple feats, in the classroom, on the field or
court and around the community.
“I could not be more proud of you,” said Dr. Daniel Bittman, Superintendent of ISD
728, to seniors around the district. “In my first year, you have made an impression on
me that I will not forget. Congratulations to all of you. You did it. And you’re going to
do so much more in the years to come. We appreciate you. We are cheering for you.
Thank you.”
Combined, ISD 728 students received nearly $300,000 in scholarships from local
and state organizations, as well as from colleges and universities around the region.
This year’s seniors averaged among the highest in the state for students in large
districts on common assessments, including the MCA series of tests (Math, Reading
and Science) as well as the national ACT exam.
“You will move mountains,” said Rogers High School senior speaker Cassidy Lehrke,
quoting Dr. Seuss’s ‘Oh, The Places You’ll Go.’ “Our mountains are waiting for us.
But what we’ve learned here gives us the tools to do whatever we put our minds to.”

The ceremony started out with a Color Guard by the U.S. Army, followed by honors for
Special Services Director Lora Arnott, who is retiring, and elders Windy Downwind and
Dan Jones, both of whom died in the last year. There was a healing song and dance
with student drummers and jingle dress dancers, followed by a prayer, a meal and a
fancy dance done by Fancy Dance World Champion Larry Yazzi. Graduates were then
honored with a blanket ceremony where a family member laid a blanket over the
graduates’ shoulders.
The American Indian Education Program works with families and students of
American Indian heritage by providing them with lessons and opportunities in Native
languages, academic advising, college preparation, enrichment opportunities, field
trips and more.
“The graduation ceremony is a beautiful reminder of the connection to our Native
American students’ ancestors. It’s something unique and special that we are proud
to be a part of thanks to coordinator Debra Blair and adviser Dan Hendrickson,” said
ISD 728 Superintendent Dan Bittman.

Congratulations from ISD 728 to all of this year’s graduates. As our speakers from
around the district said – remember where you came from, and stop back and see us
ANY time!
Check out more candid photos from the graduation ceremonies at
www.isd728.org/Classof2018.

Middle School Teacher Lehman,
SRO Officer Berglund Honored by
City of Rogers
At the March 13th Rogers City
Council Meeting, Rogers Police
Chief Jeffrey Beahen presented
various awards to eight Police
Officers and three Rogers
residents! The awards ranged
from Life Saving awards, to
meritorious service awards.
Included in the awards were
Rogers School Resource Officer
(SRO) Amy Berglund and Rogers
Middle School Teacher Rob
Lehman, who were awarded
a life saving award for their efforts in successfully helping a middle school student
who was choking and could not breathe. Officer Berglund and Mr. Lehman did not
hesitate in their action, and saved this child’s life.
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Scott Glew’s Success STEMs
from Relationships

Rogers High Students Building
a New Program

For those in ISD 728 who know Salk Middle School teacher
extraordinaire Scott Glew, his status as a Minnesota Teacher
of the Year finalist isn’t all that big of a surprise. After all, Glew
earned a $100,000 Bush Fellowship just last year, which he’s
putting toward earning his PhD in Education. He’s also earned
accolades from the University of Minnesota for his efforts in
History Day and from the Minnesota National Army National
Guard, which he joined shortly after Sept. 11, 2001.

A handful of young men at Rogers High
School are, not only building a couple
of new sheds near the auditorium space
on campus, they’re also building a new
program. Under the guidance of Industrial
Arts teacher Dirk Udee, the dozen students
in the school’s building/construction trades
program is blazing a new trail in Rogers,
while following in some of the footsteps
created by schools like neighboring Elk River
High School. “They’re getting, of course,
hands-on experience, but we did start this
indoors with a lot of information and safety
and procedure,” Udee said. “They also spent
a lot of time with schematics, and they’ve
embraced the process, which is what any
project is going to be about.”

If you talk to one of Glew’s current or former students, however, it’s his efforts in
his classrooms at Salk Middle School – where he teaches AVID courses and Social
Studies, that separate him from the ordinary. “He builds a camaraderie with his
students,” one family said. “Kids remember Mr. Glew because he’s more than just the
material he teaches or the tests or the textbooks. He’s someone they high-fived in a
hallway, or shared a conversation with about something important.”
That anecdote is affirmation Glew is accomplishing what he has set out to do.
Beyond materials and worksheets, Glew sees education as forming relationships.
From discussion about current events here and abroad to simply using exercises in
the classroom so students and teacher can get to know one another – Glew places
relationships at the top of the assignment list. “We deliberately take time at the
beginning of the year, before we start working our way through the curriculum, to get
to know each other and make it clear that we put each other first,” he said.
Glew credits his entry into teaching to educators that made a difference in his life
back in Aitkin, Minnesota. But his dedication to global studies – he’s in his ninth year
teaching it - can be traced, likely, to his experience in the Minnesota Army National
Guard. He was a soldier for eight years, and spent 13 months in Iraq. He worked as
an instructor, and he learned how decisions made in the United States and through
coalitions make a difference to people around the world. Today, Glew grows his
class into a forum – a place for discussion. Events – both current and historical –
are discussed, not just taught. Discussion – something Glew finds essential in a
democratic society – makes content relevant, and interesting.

EDUCATION MINNESOTA TEACH OF THE YEAR FINALS

Though Glew wasn’t the statewide winner, the Salk Middle School teacher was
featured prominently as one of the state’s top 12 teachers in the Education
Minnesota Teacher of the Year award. Glew was flanked by fellow ISD 728 staff as
well as Superintendent Dan Bittman at the ceremonies in Bloomington.

In First Chance, PVEMS
Wins District Book Bowl
Prairie View Elementary and Middle School
captured their first ever ISD 728 Book Bowl title
in their first chance this year, taking top billing at
the event on March 27 at Elk River High School.
The Book Bowl challenges students from around
the District to find new book genres and series,
new authors and to meet new friends. Then, the
students are challenged in their knowledge and
comprehension of the stories they read, first at
the building level, and then against other teams
around the District. Congratulations to Kamryn
Olson, Hayden Wenner, Sar Gerel Belville and
Gavin Carlson!

The sheds – there are two – are “oversized” Udee
said, so students can get just a taste for the angles
and, let’s face it, conditions that might occur on a
home construction site. With Rogers and nearby
Plymouth as two of the fastest growing communities
in the entire Upper Midwest, Udee sees these kids
taking this opportunity from the classroom and school
campus on to summer jobs.“There are a couple of the
guys who have been on job sites, but really weren’t in
position to do a lot of the skilled work. And that’s what
we’re hearing from local contractors is they just need
people who have the basic skills down, and they can
run with it from there. There are going to be so many
jobs out there for a long time for guys who can do
this. So this is really creating an opportunity for our kids to earn some summer cash,
and maybe even roll this into a career after they are done with their education.”
In fact, trades organizations are encouraging high school students to explore two-year
programs so they can get into the workforce and assist with jobs – such as building
construction and contracting – sooner rather than later. With Baby Boomers leaving the
workforce at a faster rate, Millennials, like seniors at Rogers High School, are needed
on the front lines. “The need isn’t going to go anywhere, anytime soon. The housing
inventory is incredibly low, and these contracting companies are needing people to get
out there and build new homes. This gets our students on their way.”Udee added that
many academic skills are also needed to be successful on the job. “You have to have
organizational skills and time management. You have to have math skills – basic
math, geometry, even advanced math – to find the right fit for each truss or wall. It all
comes into play,” he said.
With career technical education getting additional emphasis this year from the ISD
728 school board, and a new leader with coordinator Amy Lord, the Rogers High
School trades class is an expansion of a larger mission. “Getting kids career ready is
just as important as anything we do here,” Udee said. “This is a growing career that’s
going to need guys who like what they’re doing, and these kids are really enjoying
being out here, getting their hands in it and getting to work. It’s been fun to see.”
“The new construction and trades program is part of ISD 728’s commitment to Career
and Technology Education and hands-on learning,” said Superintendent Dan Bittman.
“Programs like Mr. Udee’s class at Roger High are proof this involved training gets our
students ready for life beyond the walls of our schools and out in the workforce.”
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Nicole Hahn Earns National Art
Education Association Award

ISD 728 Awarded Safe Routes
to School Grant

The National Art Education Association has
named Nichole Hahn, former Hassan Elementary
and current Prairie View art specialist, the 2018
Minnesota Art Educator. This award honors an
outstanding member from each state or province
association whose service and contribution to art
education merits recognition and acclaim. The
award will be presented at the NAEA National
Convention in Seattle, WA, March 22-24, 2018.

ISD 728 was recently awarded the Safe
Routes to School (SRTS) Planning
Assistance Grant from the Minnesota
Department of Transportation (MnDOT).

NAEA President Kim Huyler Defibaugh states, “This award is being given to
recognize excellence in professional accomplishment and service by a dedicated
art educator. Nichole Hahn exemplifies the highly qualified art educators active in
education today: leaders, teachers, students, scholars, and advocates who give their
best to their students and the profession.”

The focus of this planning and work will focus on SRTS for all three Zimmerman
schools (Zimmerman Middle/High School, Zimmerman Elementary and Westwood
Elementary) that are located adjacent to County Road 4, which is a high speed, high
traffic road with limited pedestrian safety features.

The District applied for the grant in
partnership with the SHIP (Statewide
Health Improvement Partnership) through
Sherburne County Health and Human Services.

NAEA is the professional association for art educators. Members include
elementary, secondary, middle level and high school art teachers; university and
college professors; education directors who oversee education in our nation’s
fine art museums; administrators and supervisors who oversee art education in
school districts, state departments of education, arts councils; and teaching artists
throughout the United States and many foreign countries.

Westwood Elementary Fifth
Graders Chalk the Walk
The east side of Westwood Elementary
became a mural to American History during
the last week of school, as fifth-graders
from the building participated in “Chalk
the Walk.”Students used “squares” on the
concrete walk outside the school to create
murals representing their favorite periods
in American History. From the American
Revolution to the settling of the New Frontier,
murals featured everyone from George
Washington to the crew from the Mayflower.

MnDOT’s planning assistance grant provides planning expertise and plan
development support to schools. More specifically, planning assistance will be
provided by a MnDOT consultant: Alta Planning and Design. The plans will be
completed in partnership with a local Safe Routes to School team, which will be
the point of contact for local input, information and creation of an implementation
plan. Although the tasks and timeline may be subject to change, we expect to be
contacted by Alta in late April/ early May 2018 and anticipate the District and its
partners will be wrapping up the planning process by June 2019. The grant is for
planning assistance only, however it will allow ISD 728 to apply for future funding
through MnDOT’s SRTS Infrastructure Grant.
ISD 728 is excited for the opportunity to help create a more walk-able and bike-able
community, said Rachel Hilyar, the Assistant Director of Prevention, Safety and Grants.

Pennies for Patients at Twin Lakes
Elementary Raises Thousands

Elks Speech Takes Top Billing
The Elk River High School
Speech Team made it yet another
championship season, grabbing the
Section 7AA Speech Championship
in Duluth April 6 and 7. All told, 16
members of the team were sent
to the State Speech Competition,
Friday, April 20 at Apple Valley High
School with Joe Anderson winning
the state speech title in Discussion.
Two members, Joe Anderson
and Emmanuel Collins will head
to Nationals in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida this summer.

The Twin Lakes Student Council teamed up with Pennies for Patients to raise nearly
$2,000 for children that are battling leukemia. This year’s fundraiser was particularly
special as they were raising the money in honor of Nate Gfroerer,a former Twin
Lakes student who now attends Elk River High school. Nate recently received
treatment for leukemia and now is cancer free.

PRSRT STD
Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage
Paid
Elk River, MN
Permit No. 25

11500 193rd Ave. NW, Elk River, MN 55330

JOB FAIR
WE’RE HIRING FOR:

JOIN OUR TEAM!
ISD 728 is currently seeking
people like YOU! Come be a
part of Minnesota's 8th largest
school district.

THURSDAY

JULY 26, 2018

Food Service
Community Ed Childcare
Custodial Services
ISD 728 DISTRICT OFFICE
Classroom Assistants 11500 193rd Ave. NW
Early Childhood Educators Elk River, MN 55330

9 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

{FREE} ADMISSION • REFRESHMENTS & SNACKS • CHILDCARE

CAN’T MAKE IT? www.isd728.org/joinourteam
Apply online at anytime!

Students at Lincoln Elementary logged more than 153,000 minutes for I Love to Read
Month. As a result, they were rewarded with a celebration day filled with skating at the
Elk River Ice Arena, sledding, board games and a BMX assembly!

It’s not too often you get to tape your principal to
the wall! Thanks Otsego Elementary Principal,
Kelly Corbett, for being such a good sport!

Fourth and fifth graders at Rogers Elementary
integrated electrical circuits and simple machines
to create mini rooms with electricity.

Prairie View’s spring concert season started with a
Hawaiian luau. Third graders sang and danced to hits
from the Beach Boys!

VandenBerge Middle School students took
a stadium tour at Target Field for their school
exploration day!

728 Happenings is prepared by the ISD 728 Communications Department. If you have any questions or news you would like to submit, email us at news@isd728.org.

