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Special Message from Superintendent Dan Bittman
Recent events throughout the nation involving social media
threats against schools and other senseless acts of violence
such as the incident in Broward County, Florida, have
generated increased questions and concerns related to the
safety of schools. At times, these incidents and threats have
also created anxiety and fear for some students, causing
certain children to have reservations about coming to school
each day. In ISD 728, safety is, and always will be, a top
priority! All children should be given a welcoming, secure, and
caring environment in order to achieve his or her goals and grow on their path to career
or college. This is vital as we deliver on our mission to educate, inspire and empower our
learners as we position them to achieve their dreams and contribute to our communities.

experts throughout our communities. The committees address topics related to fostering
a safe and orderly environment for all. Furthermore, because students have access to
much technology, the District also closely monitors social media and technology use,
which provides alerts for school officials and local law enforcement.

Having served in three different school districts and as Assistant Commissioner
at the Minnesota Department of Education, I have been fortunate to have had the
opportunity to learn with and from many local, state, and national experts over the
years, including those from Homeland Security. While I continue to learn each and
every day, I can proudly say without any reservation that ISD 728 serves as a leader
and model for other school districts.

Although ISD 728 personnel can and do provide support, parents and/or guardian
involvement remains essential. Research shows the best things parents and/or
guardians can do include:

The District’s comprehensive safety and security plans, ongoing training and available
support, as well as its existing crisis / flight teams that are in place to prevent and
address any tragedy are examples of the District’s continued success and commitment.
Furthermore, the District continues to show dedication to continuous improvement,
requires students and staff to receive ongoing training, and continues to collaborate with
outside law enforcement agencies, resulting in updated and comprehensive crisis plans.
Most people are aware that the District takes specific steps each day for safety:
• Each school locks all exterior doors during the school day, requires all visitors and
employees to wear identification badges after checking in to an office, and has
cameras positioned throughout all of our schools.
• The District also has police liaison officers serving in each of the schools, and both
students and staff continuously participate in ongoing training (i.e. A.L.I.C.E.) and
planning with numerous law enforcement agencies.
• The District utilizes various communication tools (i.e. Facebook, Twitter, the ISD 728
Website, parent notification systems, etc.) to communicate when situations arise.
While various laws limit what information can be shared, which can be frustrating for
parents at times, the District prides itself on communicating as much information as
quickly as possible to its stakeholders.
In addition, comprehensive crisis plans have been created and implemented, social
workers and school counselors have been hired and are available, and mental health
support is provided to prevent and address any potential crisis situation within ISD 728.
“Safe School Committees” have been established, which involve stakeholders and

In many cases, our students are our best resource when it comes to keeping schools
safe. We encourage them to talk with teachers, administrators and school liaison
officers when they see something that might concern them, or something that they
feel is out of the ordinary. Our staff recognizes that student feedback and reporting are
essential, and works tirelessly to create relationships and environments that make that
possible. All reports are taken seriously and handled in accordance with established
guidelines and protocols.

• Calmly and rationally discussing safety with their children. Don’t worry about saying
the perfect thing. Assure them safety at school is a priority.
• Stick to normal routines during the school day, which include practices related to
attendance.
• Turn the television off if it helps. Children process images on television much
differently than adults.
• Monitor your own stress and anxiety. Stay away from things that produce stress,
including social media, if helpful. Children feed off of adults’ emotion.
• Gently and thoughtfully correct inaccurate information when you can, rumors can
spread quickly.
• Verify information from the source (i.e. school). Don’t rely solely on social media or
the news to provide information. There is always more to the story.
Thank you for your continued partnership, the safety of our children and families is our
top priority. By working together, we will ensure that all students continue to have a
warm, welcoming, and safe learning environment each and every day!
If you have additional questions or would like to know more about available resources,
please talk with your child’s principal or me. We are here to support and to serve you.
Sincerely,
Dr. Daniel Bittman
ISD 728 Superintendent
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Hassan/Prairie View Elementary’s Nic
Hahn Claims Art Educator of the Year

Cultural Potluck Packs Zimmerman
High/Middle School Commons

Nichole Hahn, who moved from
Hassan Elementary to Prairie View
Elementary and Middle School this
year, was honored as Elementary Art
Educator of the Year and Minnesota
Art Teacher of the Year at the group’s
annual awards in St. Cloud.

ISD 728 students, families and staff gather at Zimmerman High School/Middle School’s
café-auditorium area on Thursday, Nov. 9 for the 4th Annual Cultural Potluck.

It was an exciting evening for Hahn,
who knew she had earned the
Elementary Art recognition, but was
floored when her name was called as
the overall winner, recognized by the
Art Educators of Minnesota group.
Superintendent Dan Bittman was on hand to join
“I had gone back to my table to
Hahn as she accepted the award.
eat when they called my name the
second time. I let out a loud ‘Whaaaaaatttt?!!!!!’ and turned beet red. I would never
have thought I’d receive such an honor,” Hahn said.

In the classroom, Hahn uses innovation, technology, tips she gathers from fellow
educators around the world and her own creativity to set kids on a journey through
art education from the youngest learners to her oldest elementary kids. She said
she’s also been motivated, locally, by Rana Nestrud (Elk River High School and
regional art director) and current Hassan teacher Molly Brion. “We’re lucky to have
such passion for art education here in our district,” she said.
Hahn is known nationally in art circles for her use of social media, online programs
and a blog she has created “Mini Matisse,” named for her daughter.

Rogers Elementary Captures
Geography Bowl Crown
Students in grades 4 and 5 from around ISD 728 hit the Elk River High School Little
Theater on Tuesday, December 5 for the annual District Geography Bowl.
Teams from each elementary school compete at their own building and then make
their way to Elk River for the big competition.
This year, Rogers Elementary STEM Magnet School grabbed the title! Congrats to Koen
Hochstaetter, Nate Osen, Blake Evers and Lindsay Baker for taking the top honors.

The night featured great food from volunteers and local restaurants (including Papa’s
Italian, who donated pizza for the fourth straight year), demonstrations from our
Native American students and advisers, Mexican dancing, hip-hop demonstrations
and much more. There was also a variety of activities for kids and adults of all ages.
“It’s a great night to celebrate all of our students, and all of you. ISD 728 is a great
place because of the amazing people we have in our district,” said Superintendent
Dan Bittman, who took in his first potluck.
Organizers, including the members of the district’s teaching and learning team, said
attendance was among the highest in the four years, despite frigid temperatures outside.
“We’ll just keep it warm in here,” one organizer said “with all of the smiles and laughter.”
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Rogers Performing Arts Center
is a Star for Grand Opening

Star Lab Taking Kids Out of This World
Again Thanks to Donation

As far as opening nights go - it was a resounding success. Not a bad review to be seen.
The Rogers High School Performing Arts Center, itself, took center stage Monday, Oct.
30, as ISD 728 and the RHS community celebrated the completion and opening of the
district’s newest theater, made possible by voters in the 2014 election.

Mary Schramel, science teacher at VandenBerge Middle School, could only smile as
she got down onto the VMS floor. After all, it’s not every day you get to crawl into a
classroom. For years, though, that’s what teachers and media specialists around the
district have done, taking students places “out of this world” courtesy of Star Lab, the
portable planetarium owned by ISD 728.

The night featured performances from the 728 Cadets, the RHS Wind Ensemble, the
concert choir, and cast members from the RHS projection of “The Little Mermaid: The
Musical” which will light up the stage starting Thursday, Nov. 9.
Special guests in attendance for the grand opening event included members of the
building committee, the ISD 728 School Board, Superintendent Dan Bittman, former
Superintendent Mark Bezek and many more that made the building a reality. Manager
of Facilities Tom Baranick made a short speech and was honored with an ovation as
the construction project made possible by the 2014 vote came to its close.

“After 30 years, the projector just gave out last year,” Schramel said. “So, I started
looking for a solution. I contacted a company that supplies grants for everything from
lake associations to schools, and they connected us to a donor who stepped forward
with $6,000 for a new projector for the lab. That’s allowed us to put it back into use.”
The dome resembles an inflatable igloo, or even a bouncy house. But the learning
that goes on inside is truly making students see stars. They’re learning about Greek
mythology, Native American traditions and even Chinese culture through the different
slides teachers and assistants can place into the projector. The dome’s roof comes to
life with stories of Ursa Major, Cassiopeia and the “happy hunting grounds.”
The Star Lab is here namely because of the Elk River community – a fundraiser was
held, coordinated by teachers, and the purchase was made thanks to support from
families and friends. But the re-birth is thanks to a donor from Rogers, who had been in
the Star Lab unit with his son, and found the experience, well, priceless, Schramel said.
“Brad Richardson was identified by the Initiative Foundation, and he’s someone who
has been giving to our district for some time, so we’re thrilled. The new part and bulb
we needed is LED, so it’s going to last a long time. So as long as we keep the rest of it
working, this should serve the district for many more generations.”
On this day, the current generation of fifth-graders got on all-fours and made their way
into the dome for a morning of learning. While it might have been tempting to catch
some extra sleep on a rainy morning during the first few weeks of school, the kids
were engaged, pointing out constellations and asking to see different slides and hear
different stories.
“What’s cool,” said one student, “is how even across the different people [cultures],
there is a lot of the same things in each story. They’re very much alike.” “Maybe,”
Schramel replied, “that’s because we’re not all that different.”
More than 30 years after lighting up an “indoor” night sky, the illumination of Star
Lab continues.

Sign-up!

Receive our online newsletter

www.isd728.org/eConnection
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Veterans Day Across ISD 728
Buildings around ISD 728 were filled with friendly faces and true American heroes
Friday, Nov. 10, as many welcomed Veterans young and old to programs around our
four communities. From breakfasts to concerts, students, staff, family and friends
came together to honor these amazing heroes.

Six ISD 728 Teachers Nominated for
Education Minnesota Teacher of the Year
Education Minnesota has announced that The 2018 Minnesota Teacher of the Year
will be chosen from a field of 167 candidates – including six teachers nominated
from ISD 728. These candidates have accepted their nominations and completed the
required materials to become eligible for the honor. The six ISD 728 teachers are:

Sara Frater
2nd Grade Teacher
Prairie View Elementary/Middle

Scott Glew
Social Studies Teacher
Salk Middle

Tina Kryduba
Art Teacher
Zimmerman Middle/High

Kim Johnson
2nd Grade Teacher
Prairie View Elementary/Middle

Tina Ostroot
Kindergarten Teacher
Prairie View Elementary/Middle

Derek Wold
Science Teacher
VandenBerge Middle

“I could not be more proud of our six honorees, and of our entire staff within ISD 728.
Their passion, commitment to all children, and focus on continuous growth make ISD
728 a wonderful place to work and learn,” said ISD 728 Superintendent Dan Bittman.
Minnesota Teacher of the Year candidates include prekindergarten through 12th
grade and Adult Basic Education teachers, from public or private schools. “What a
wonderful honor and testament to their hard work, and the great things happening
in classrooms throughout ISD 728,” stated Mr. Shane Steinbrecher, ISD 728 School
Board Chair.
“Our nominees have made us very proud,” said Dr. Jana Hennen-Burr, Assistant
Superintendent of Educational Services. “It’s an incredible accomplishment to have
six people nominated.”

Civil War Re-Enactor Educates
Zimmerman High Students
Mr. Jim Doran, history teacher at Zimmerman High/Middle School, had a special trick
up his sleeve for an innovative day of learning Civil War history in November. Doran
enlisted the help of area Civil War re-enactor and historian Arn Kind, who spoke with
students about the life of a Union soldier, some factors that led to the Civil War, and
life after the war for both those living in the north and south.

Visit us on Facebook & Twitter!

facebook.com/isd728 • twitter.com/isd728
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Children’s Minnesota Rolls into
VandenBerge Middle School

A brand new ‘ride’ rolled into VandenBerge on Nov. 8, complete with flashing lights, a
honking horn and a couple state-of-the-art sirens. It wasn’t a school emergency, but
Children’s Minnesota was more than happy to show off its new wheels for students,
thanks to the assistance of sixth-grader Julia Pobuda. The new, rolling intensive
care unit was “open for business” at VandenBerge, as Mr. Rick Michalak’s 7th grade
health class got an up-close-and-personal tour. The new rig features everything from
pneumatic seats and safety measures for the driver to astounding technological
advantages for patients and families. “It can handle the smallest patients – our
neonatal patients who can’t be airlifted for one reason or another,” said one member
of the Children’s Minnesota team. “It can also help any child injured in an accident or
fighting an illness get to our hospitals safely.”
What part did Julia play in all of this? Well, at age 5, Julia
was diagnosed with a rare form of asthma, which can
get triggered by common viruses, such as the cold virus.
She had lengthy stays at Children’s as a kindergartner
and elementary student. And she’s still fighting – a cold
recently sent her to the hospital for a couple of days. “I
have setbacks,” she said. “The good thing is they know
how to treat it so much better now.”
Once she’s back on her feet, Julia is a huge advocate for her friends at Children’s.
Since age 7, according to her parents, Jody and Travis, she’s wanted to give back.
So, she’s worked with the hospital each year to raise money for her fellow patients.
“It was sad for me, when I left, that other kids were there and could not leave,” she
told Mr. Michalak’s class. “So, I decided I would try to do something for them.” At age
7, she raised nearly $500 in just 10 days to buy holiday gifts. That led to a meeting
with the Children’s Minnesota philanthropy board, who eventually adopted Julia as
one of their newest members. This year, she’s raising more than $20,000 for the
hospital. She hosts “Julia’s Big Adventures” 5K run in Otsego each summer (2018
will be the 3rd year) and this year’s big recipient is the new broadcast center inside
the hospital – kids, doctors and nurses produce “Children’s TV,” special programming
that plays on channels and screens around the hospital informing kids about the
phenomenal stories at the hospitals and clinics in the Children’s organizations. Next
year, however, she’s donating her funds to this brand new “rolling ICU” ambulance,
which she just got to see for the first time earlier this fall.
“We’re just really honored that she shared this new ambulance with us, and that our
kids were able to have a close-up look at this state-of-the-art unit,” said Mr. Michalak.
“You hope none of them have to use it, but knowing that something like this is there
for our kids if something happens, health-related, it’s amazing.” “We’re really honored
to be part of the Children’s family,” said Jody, Julia’s mom. “I remember when we left
there six years ago, we all felt like we’d been a part of something truly eye-opening.”
For all the information about Julia’s relationship with Children’s Minnesota
and her incredible fundraising efforts for the Children’s family, check out
www.Children’sMN/JuliasWalk.

Hennepin Theatre Trust Recognizes
‘Hello Dolly’ Cast, Crew

Representatives of Zimmerman High School, who earned accolades for their
presentation of “Hello, Dolly!” this fall, have earned honors from Hennepin Theatre
Trust’s “Spotlight” program. Leading the way is the ZHS Technical Team, including
Hunter Peterson, who was the “deck captain” for the production. Tyes Laidlaw,
who plaid Cornelius Hackl, also received an Outstanding Performance award from
Hennepin Theatre Trust.
“Spotlight is a stunning production, so it’s exciting these students will have an
opportunity to travel to the State Theater this summer and be a part of what
Hennepin Theater Trust does with this program,” said Kristina Hess, auditorium and
theater manager for ISD 728. The ZHS Student Orchestra – a first for the school with
its new auditorium – received an Honorable Mention. Also earning that award from
Hennepin Theatre Trust were the Light and Sound team, Lindsey Briggs for her role
as Irene Molloy, and Michael Johann as the Judge. Evaluator “Shout Outs” from the
Hennepin Theatre Trust team went to Joshua Freeman, Elena Palashewski, Lindsey
Bennett, Joey Kirk and Cole Carbert.

‘Little Mermaid’ Cast Members Earn
Hennepin Theatre Trust Spotlight

The Little Mermaid was the first production at Rogers High School in the new
Performing Arts Center (PAC). They pulled in over 2,500 people to see the show
over 4 days. Cyndy Gauthier, English and AVID teacher at RHS was the director and
this was her first time directing a musical. She is also co-director of One Act at RHS.
Several students were nominated for Awards from Spotlight, which is a program
run through Hennepin Theatre Trust, where they evaluate overall performances,
technicians, actors, pit, etc.
Allison Skinner (Ariel) and Lauren Mattson (Ursula) both received Outstanding
Performance in a Leading Role, which is the Hennepin Theatre Trust’s highest honor.
Several other actors, pit and tech crew received honorable mentions and shout-outs,
including Emma Wyman (Scuttle), Kennedy Thomas (Chef Louis and Flotsam) and
Nicole Turner (Jetsam). The costume crew, student orchestra and technical team
all received honorable mention awards. Megan Phinney, the show’s stage manager,
also received honorable mention in tech leadership. Finally, Justin Martin, Ldia Deval
and Aidan Gordan each received “shout outs” from the evaluators.
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Elk River’s Madison Bizal and Team USA Win it All at U18 World Championships
It’s a strange thing to picture: A soonto-be 18-year-old high school student,
making her way through the halls of
Elk River High School, navigating life
as a high school senior – when just a
few days earlier, you were playing for
a gold medal. That was the script for
Madison Bizal, Elk River High girls’
hockey standout and a member of
Team USA’s Under 18 Women’s Team,
just days after she and her teammates
took the gold medal at the U18 IIHF
World Tournament in Russia.
“Bizal, whose father Terry is the principal at Elk River High School, was first hooked
up with Team USA three years ago when she was first invited to try out for the
national program. She was invited to her first “series,” a slate of games for the USA
U18 team vs. Canada’s U18 national squad, late last summer in Lake Placid, New
York. “That was pretty awesome, to be in a place with so much history, and to be
a part of the program for the first time,” Madison said. “We used the rink where the
Miracle on Ice happened. That was really cool.”
It wasn’t a sure thing that – after having participated in that summer series, that Bizal,
a defenseman, would be added to the World Championship team that would head to
Dimitrov, Russia. She had to wait. And wait. Until, finally, Thanksgiving weekend, the
call came from the national program. She would be heading to Dimitrov, helping Team
USA track down its fourth straight gold medal in the tournament. “I couldn’t tell my
teammates, just my family,” Bizal said. “So that was hard. But it was really exciting.”
Before heading to Russia, Madison would fly down to Tampa to work with her new
teammates. There was a strong Minnesota contingent, both on the ice and on the
bench, so she knew many of the players she would be lining up with. Plus, her
experience in the Showcase had introduced her to the majority of the U18 team. But
what she couldn’t have been prepared for was who else she’d be practicing with.
With the Winter Olympic Games beginning in South Korea in February, Team USA
was beginning to assemble its Women’s Olympic Hockey team. Skating legends like
Amanda Kessel, the Lamoureux sisters, Hillary Knight, Gigi Marvin and more – who
led the US to a silver medal in Sochi, Russia, were on the ice. And Bizal would be
practicing with them. “They’re so good, so it’s a little bit intimidating. But they were
great with us, and they have a lot of advice for you,” Madison said.

Shortly after New Year’s Day, Terry and Madison made their way to Russia. Pool
play would begin with a tough foe – Sweden. The United States would prevail, 2-1, in
overtime. It was a win that would vault them to a 3-0 record in pool play and into the
medal round. The semifinals would bring about the toughest game of the week – a
showdown with Canada. Trailing 3-1, it looked like the string of gold medals might
be broken. But a huge, third period rally tied it at 3-3, and eventually, a shootout was
needed to settle the deal. Team USA used its skill on offense to pull out a 4-3 win
and advance to the championship.
The U18 USA Team carried its momentum from that third period vs. Canada into
the opening two periods vs. Sweden in the gold medal game. The USA defense
shut down any Swedish attack, and the Americans racked up EIGHT unanswered
goals after falling behind 1-0 in the early going to take an 8-1 lead with more than
10 minutes left in the second period. “We weren’t going to have a letdown,” Madison
said. “Having that moment [after winning it], that was something we all wanted.
It was a dream come true. We just piled on our goalie and celebrated.” Madison,
who finished the tournament with a pair of assists for two points – including one in
sparking the Canadian comeback – will now focus on her senior year on the ice and
in the classroom at ERHS. The Elks, who haven’t been to a state girls’ tournament in
her career, are looking to achieve that ultimate goal.
“I think the biggest takeaway I had that could help our team is that everyone has
a role. Not everyone is going to get the most minutes on the ice or have the most
opportunity to score goals. But it’s a team effort. And if everyone plays their role, you
can succeed. That’s what made us [Team USA] successful is we believed in that,”
Madison said.
After March, and then graduation in June, she’ll head to Columbus, Ohio, where
she’ll don a sweater for Ohio State University. And, who knows, the National Program
may come calling again – this time for a trip to the Olympics in 2022? “That would be
another dream come true, for sure. To play in the Olympics would be incredible,” she
said. “But there are other things to do first.”

Zimmerman Dance Team Heads to First Ever State Tournament
For the first time in school history, the Zimmerman
Dance Team advanced to the state competition.
The 2018 State Dance Tournament was held
at the Target Center on Feb. 16-17, with the
Thunder competing on Feb. 17 for the high kick
competition. They danced to “Live like Legends”
by Ruelle.
The Thunder finished 3rd at the Section 2AA
tournament on Feb. 3 in Big Lake and 12th place
at state. Congratulations ZDT!
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Two ISD 728 Teams Head to
State Robotics Competition

Elk River, Rogers High Culinary
Students Help with Taste of NFL

A pair of ISD 728 robotics teams are following the trail blazed by Rogers Robotics
last year and headed to the State Robotics Meet in St. Paul. The two squads – both
from Salk Middle School in Elk River – outlasted 30 other teams at the recent district
meet to advance to a championship showdown. Team 10562 – The Golden Crusaders
outlasted Team 9972 – The Iron Gears to win the final, but it’s both teams that will be
traveling to St. Paul to take on the top robotics teams from around the state.

While Super Bowl LII may be over, high school students from Elk River and Rogers
ProStart program are still celebrating their involvement in a star-studded event, the
Taste of the NFL.

“It’s pretty exciting,” said Salk eighth-grader Ryan Graham, who helped organize
The Iron Gears. “When you look at it from where we’ve started, it’s pretty cool.”
The robotics program, which is in its third year here in ISD 728, has grown by leaps
and bounds thanks to kids like Graham. A majority of the team members from the
two qualifying teams was contacted by Ryan to be a part of the group, and the two
teams have worked with surrounding teams to develop the program into one that can
contend – and win – with the best of the best.
“There’s a lot of trial and error, and when you learn things from your testing you
share some of those tips of the trade,” said Ryan Hedlund, a Rogers High grad
(2013) who now assists with both the ISD 728 programs and programs from around
our area. “It’s not like a lot of team sports where you hide those secrets. Teamwork
extends beyond just your team.” Robotics shouldn’t be confused for something like
“Battle Bots,” where the competition involves destroying the other team’s robot.
Instead, Robotics is a test of skills. Each member of the team develops skills in both
creating the robot and operating it in the field of competition.

Saturday, February 3, was the 26th annual gathering of this event which brings
together celebrity chefs and NFL players to celebrate great food and raise money
for hunger related programs. This year’s event helped raise more than $1 million for
hunger relief!
The ProStart students from various high schools in Minnesota worked on Friday,
February 2, and Saturday, February 3, to assist the celebrity chefs in preparing,
plating and serving their small plate creations. The Chefs were excellent mentors to
the students and very complimentary of their efforts.
The first Taste of the NFL occurred in Minneapolis for Super Bowl XXVI and was
created by former Minnesota Restaurant Association President, Wayne Kostroski.
The annual event has raised over $25 million for food charities including Second
Harvest Heartland in the Twin Cities.

“The challenges change from year to year,” said Brant Dirks, a Salk teacher who
advises the ISD 728 programs. “Every team around the world gets the rundown of
what this year’s challenge will be in September – this year it was issued on Sept.
9. From there, you have time to design and build, and soon after you’re competing
within your league. It’s during those league competitions that you prepare for the
larger tournaments – like the state qualifier – and get everything on the same page.”
Each teammate contributes. Some are involved in coding the software that operates
the robot. Others help with the actual design and construction. Once it moves into full
operation mode, there are engineers who operate as drivers, move the mechanical
arms or “grabbers,” and even serve as “spotters.” “It is a ‘team effort,’” said Jace
Flansburg, a seventh-grader. “Everyone has to contribute to make it work. And you
can’t really specialize in one area. I think everyone likes to help design, and then
test. The trial and error is where you figure it all out.” The mission for Iron Gears and
the Golden Crusaders will be to arrange a series of foam blocks into grids, as well as
grabbing small, plastic props out of one area of the competition square and placing
them on a target. To date, Iron Gears –though they finished second in the head-tohead competition at the state qualifier – has one of the five best scores worldwide.
That gave Team 9972 the top ranking.

Team 9972 (the Iron Gears) members:
Ekin Vang, Conner Shariff, Cooper Arvig
and Ryan Graham

Team 10562 (the Golden Crusaders) members:
Beck Fluguear, Jace Flansburg, Brayden
Paulson, Jack Rutz and Jayden De Alba

ISD 728 Partners with Met Opera Program
ISD 728 is the first school district in the state of
Minnesota, and one of only 45 in the country,
partnering with the Metropolitan Opera in NYC
to introduce students to the multidisciplinary art
form of opera through their HD Live in Schools
program. As a partner district, the Met provides
classroom curriculum, resources, and training
so teachers have the tools to make opera
accessible to students. The District also receives
a number of tickets to attend performances of the
operas at the AMC Theater in Maple Grove free
of charge.
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VandenBerge Middle School
students build CO2 cars.

Minnesota Vikings, David Morgan, stops by Rogers High School for Snow Week festivities.

Elk River High School DECA students visit the
Big Apple to learn about fashion, entrepreneurship
and brand management.

The Science Museum visits Rogers
Elementary STEM Magnet School.

Mrs. Miller’s class throws a snowball battle with
Zimmerman Elementary Principal Fisher
and Superintendent Bittman.
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